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Nearly a hundred years ago, Horatius Bonar penned the following poem in the knowledge of an ever- 
increasing rejection of the fundamental Christian beliefs by the liberal element in the Church. It is signifi- 
cant that while for Bonar, this was largely a prophecy, it is, for us, a commentary on what has come to pass 


in our generation... 


The Coming Creed 


The creeds have gone, so speaks the age, 
The era of the sects is past. 

Forward! In spite of saint or sage, 
True freedom has begun at last. 


The Christ of God is now no more; 
The Christ of man now sits supreme; 
The cross is part of mystic lore, 
The Resurrection morn a dream. 


The age’s progress fears no God, 
No righteous law, no Judge’s throne, 
Man bounds along his new-found road, 
And calls the universe his own. 


Not faith in God, but faith in man, 
Is pilot now, and sail, and oar; 

The creeds are shrivelled, cold and wan; 
The Christ that has been is no more. 


Old truth, which once struck deep in hearts, 
Fights hard for life, but fights in vain; 
Old error into vigor starts, 
And fable comes to life again. 
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Old mischief becomes earth’s creed; 
The falsehood lives, the truth has died; 
Man leans upon a broken reed, 


And falls in helplessness of pride. 


He spurns the hands that would have led, 
The lips that would have spoken love; 

The Book that would his soul have fed, 
And taught the wisdom from above. 


The ever-standing cross, to him, 
Is but a Hebrew relic vain; 

The wondrous birth at Bethlehem 
A fiction of the wandering brain. 


He wants no Saviour and no light; 
No teacher but himself he needs; 
He knows not of a human night, 


Save from the darkness of the creeds. 


Eternal light hide not thy face: 
Eternal Truth, direct our way; 

Eternal Love, shine forth in grace. 
Reveal our darkness and THY day. 


—Horatius Bonar 
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who deny every cardinal doctrine of the Christian 


faith. 


Such a diluted “loyalty” has never and will not 
now meet the needs of a desperate world, a world 
of sinners needing a Saviour, a world teetering on 
the very brink of complete chaos and destruction. 


Throughout the Scriptural records and down 
through the history of the Christian Church there 
is no evidence that God has ever blessed or used 
men or organizations which were unwilling to 
take a firm stand for Him and His Word. Nor 
is there one shred of evidence that He has at any 
time meeted out His favor and blessing on groups 
because of their numbers or organizations. Just 
the opposite has rather been true both in Biblical as 
well as in subsequent history. God and one is 
always a majority when that one has committed 
himself and his ways unequivocally to God. 


And yet we find a philosophy abroad today which 
has been largely accepted: viz, that the way out 
of our present difficulties is through the ecumenical 
movement; through numbers and organizations. 


Therefore, this JouRNAL has sought over the 
years to bear testimony to what we believe is an 
absolutely essential truth, that God’s blessings, His 
presence, His power and the triumph of His King- 
dom, is contingent on an unquestioning faith in 
His Word and the Person it presents; a Person 
around which there lies a body of historical facts as 
well as doctrinal truths. Believe these facts and 
preach these truths and God the Holy Spirit is 
poured out in mighty power to save the lost and 
to energize the saved for lives of service—service 
to God and to their fellowmen. 


For this reason this JouRNAL was started and to 
this mission it is dedicated anew: to seek, under 
God’s leading and blessing, to witness to the fact 
that effective Christian witness and living can 
only have its basis in a faith established in the 
integrity and the authority of God’s Word. We 
believe Paul was speaking under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit when he called the Bible the Sword 
of the Spirit, and we believe that as in the time 
of our Lord’s temptation in the wilderness, it is 
that same Sword which He so effectively used 
which today still baffles and defeats Satan. 


_ Therefore, it is our purpose to bear this testimony 
continually in the pages of this JoURNAL; that the 
great issue before the Church is the truthfulness 
and the authority of the Scriptures; that it is the 
denial of these facts which has brought Protestant- 


ism to its present weakened place and that all 
movements and programs which do not have in 
their basic concept this regard for the Bible, and 
the historical facts and doctrinal truths which it 
so clearly teaches, are destined to ultimate failure 
and but add to the confusion in the ranks of 
Protestantism and in the midst of those who are 
not Christians and who need Christ so much. 


The solution lies in prayer—prayer for a re- 
vival which comes alone through an outpouring 
of God’s Holy Spirit on hearts that are humbled 
and willing to be filled. —L.N.B. 


“Thou Hast Kept My Word... 
I Will Also Keep Thee” 


The Church in Philadelphia is commended for 
having kept the Word of the Lord and for not 
having denied His Name. Indeed they are told 
that because they have kept “the Word of My 
patience, I will also keep thee” in the hour that 
shall try those dwelling on the earth. Christ 
prayed for Peter that his faith fail not. 


In his last letter, the Apostle Paul shouts in 
triumph, “I have kept the faith”. The Epistle to 
the Hebrews testifies that the heroes in its hall 
of fame “all died in faith.” Many of us can say 
of our fathers, He kept the faith and he died in 
faith, When our children come to speak of us, 
can they say as much? 


On what can we stay our souls in the final hour? 
Dr. W. M. McPheeters kept beside him his little 
Greek Testament the basis of the faith wherewith 
to quench all the fiery darts of the Devil. A few 
days before he passed the Doctor asked; “Pray for 
me that Satan may not buffet me too hard.” Karl 
Heim writes, “In the struggle of death, when there 
is no strength in us upon which we can draw; 
when the powers of our soul are withered and the 
Accuser attacks us day and night - the Word be- 
comes greater and more precious than ever before. 


We cling to the Word. as Luther told us, like 
a man, slipping down a cliff, clings to a rope that 
is thrown to him, and which alone can save him 
from the depth below. We cling fast to its promises. 
We have no other resting place. Faith is nothing 
else than that movement which we must always 
make, away from ourselves and from our feelings 
and variable moods, to the Word.” 

—Wnm. C. R. 
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Who Must Be 
Born Again? 


Nicodemus was certainly a child of the covenant, 
a member of the household of faith, a descendent 
of Abraham, an heir to the oracles and command- 
ments of God as delivered unto Israel. He was a 
“master of Israel”, wise in the ways of his fathers, 
learned in their traditions. He was religious, a 
tither, a teacher in the sanctuary of his people, and 
an earnest servant of his church. Yet Jesus said 
to Nicodemus: “Ye must be born again!” 


Our covenant theology, in which the Church is 
regarded as being composed of the saints of God 
in both the Old and the New Testaments (with 
which we are in hearty accord), dare not overlook 
this simple and startling truth, that a man must be 
born again, for “except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” If this was true 
of Nicodemus, it certainly must be true of all. 


“As many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God.” 


Not even the children of believing parents are 
naturally born into the family of God, for if this 
were true, al] the decendents of Abraham after the 
flesh would be called the children of God, which 
the scriptures expressly deny. (Romans 9:6-8). 
The children of believers must be supernaturally 
born into the family of God, born again of the 
Spirit of God. 

Our churches are filled with people who have 
never been brought face to face with this imperative 
of our Lord concerning the new birth. Ministers 
are erroneously assuming that our church children 
do not need to be born again; do not need an ex- 
perience with God. A perfunctory indoctrination 
in a pre-Easter training class is no substitute for 
sincere repentance and a heart acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as personal Saviour. 


Who must be born again? Ye must be born 


again! —H.L.L. 


THE MINOR 
PROPHETS 


BY 
E. B. Pusey, D.D. 
(Two Volumes) 
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are the basic com- 
mentary for a study 
of the Minor Pro- 


phets. 
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each 


Filson Finds Machen 
“Far Truer To Fact Than” 
The Social Gospel 


Speaking to the question, “Is The Gospel A 
Social Program ?’’, Professor Floyd Filson, of the 
Presbyterian (U.S.A.) Theological Seminary in 
Chicago, IIl., expresses himself thus: 


“Hence in retrospect it is clear that something 
essential was represented by such militant con- 
servatives as J. G. Machen. He was not in- 
fallible in critical questions, he had no proper 
sense of the social problems of our time, and 
he was not winsome in theological debate. But 
his. book, The Origin Of Paul’s Religion (1921), 
and his contention that the classic Christian 
theology is the necessary outcome of faith- 
fulness to the New Testament, were far truer 
to fact than much shallow theology which often 
marked the social gospel. Much criticism of 
such men, as of ‘Neo-orthodoxy’ today, was in 
reality directed against the common New Tes- 
tament Gospel. It was only by ignoring the 
Fourth Gospel, the Acts, the Epistles, the Book 
of Revelation, and much of the Synoptic Gos- 
pels themselves that the Gospel could be rep- 
resented as a non-Christological social message 
with no central word of atonement.” 


—Protestant Thought In The 
Twentieth Century, Pages 60-61. 


—Wnm. C. R. 
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Christian 

His 


By The Rev. W. W. Arrowood 


ROWLAND, N. C. 


Why Study The Bible? 


We Christians honor the Bible with our lips 
and then neglect it shamefully. We call it “the 
Bible,” which means “the Book,” as if there were 
no other book. And yet in most of our homes 
the Bible lies on the table neglected day after day. 
In this article I want to suggest some reasons 


why we should study the Bible—/ mean STUDY! 


There’s another somewhat similar word which 
God himself uses to suggest what should be our 
attitude toward the Bible. It’s the word “meditate.” 
After the death of Moses the Lord spoke to Joshua 
and said, ‘““This Book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate thereon 
day and night.” It suggests careful and earnest 
study. 


The Bible is not a magical book from which vou 
can get God’s guidance if you will use the right 
sort of incantation. I have in my scrapbook a clip- 
ping which tells the story of Capt. Mayyar, a 
Hungarian pilot, living in Canada in 1929-30. He 
was distressed over the desperate plight of his 
home land, and was considering what he could 
do to bring it to the attention of the world. 


Some one suggested a transatlantic flight; but 
that, of course, was expensive and dangerous. He 
went to his minister for advice. The minister flipped 
open his Hungarian Bible and placed his finger 
at random on the printed page. It happened that 
the words on which the finger rested, when trans- 
lated into English read, “You must keep to it.” The 
pilot felt that this was a command of God. He 
went forward with his plans and finally succeeded 
in making the flight. 


But the method that God suggests to us for find- 
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int out his will from the Bible is not easy as that. 
We must study it, taking plenty of time, meditating 
on it, letting our minds just soak it up. The Bible 
suggests several reasons for this study. 


(1) The first and greatest reason is that the Bible 
is the Word of God. Familiarity breeds contempt. 
That is what it has done for us with reference to 
this book, which we sometimes carelessly speak of 
as “The word of God.” Suppose we were keenly 
conscious of the fact that it is the Word of God. 
Suppose an angel from heaven should knock at 
your door some day. He stands there, his face 
shining like the sun. He holds in his hand a book, 
and says, “I’ve just come from the throne of God. 
He sends you this book with his love. It will show 
you the way of salvation from sin and tells you 
how to arrive at that place which God is preparing 
for his people.” 


Having thus spoken, he disappears. How rever- 
ently you'd take the book into your home, and 
how earnestly you’d study it! 


Well, that book which usually lies neglected in 
your home is as truly the Word of God as if it 
had been presented to you by an angel. It’s God’s 
Book. O, yes, men wrote it. But they were men 
“who spake from God, being moved by the Holy 
Ghost.” That being the case, it’s just as truly 
God’s Book as if men had had nothing to do with 
it. 

The writer to the Hebrews tells us that it is 
“alive and powerful.” Spurgeon, when asked how 
he would defend the Bible replied, “Defend it? I 
would as soon defend a lion. Let it out. It can 
defend itself.” 


And long before Spurgeon, a greater than he 
wrote, “Is not my word like fire? saith the 
Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock 
in pieces.” Jer. 23:29. It can do things, the Bible 
can—do things that we can’t do for ourselves. That 
is why we need to study it, in order that it may 
do things for us. 


(2) The Bible is a mirror, a mirror into which 
a man may look and see his naked soul, not as he 
thinks it is, but as it really is in God’s sight. 
Woodrow Wilson’s favorite limerick went some- 
thing like this: ““My face—I don’t mind it. You 
see I’m behind it. It’s the one in front who gets 
the jar.” Yes, but when I look into a mirror and 
see my own face as it appears to others, then I get 
the jar myself, 


Now man can make a mirror which will tell 
him what his physical face looks like. But no 
man has ever invented a mirror which will show 
him the true appearance of his soul. Therefore the 
average man is delightfully at ease in regard to 
his spiritual condition. How often we hear people 
say, “Yes, I’m a sinner, but I’m not much of a 
sinner.” What they need is a spiritual mirror. 
If they had one and would use it, they wouldn’t 
be so self-satisfied. They could see their sad con- 


a> 


~w 


A 
the 
in 
5 


dition, and might proceed to do something about 
it. 

There is such a mirror—the Word of God, 
James 1:23-25. When an unregenerate man looks 
carefully into this mirror, he sees a horrible re- 
flection. 


“Not much of a sinner?” Listen: here’s what the 
mirror says, “Every imagination of the thought of 
the heart of man is only evil continually,’ Gen. 


6:5. 


“Not much of a sinner’? Listen: “There is 
none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God, there is none that doeth good, no not 
one.” Rom. 3-11, 12. 


When the truly penitent sinner looks into this 
mirror he sees a very different reflection. ““Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” Is, 1:18. 


“Him who knew no sin God made to be sin for 
us, that we might be made the righteousness of 


God in him.” 2 Cor. 5:21. 


Looking into this mirror we can see where we 
are failing; or what progress, if any, we are mak- 
ing in the Christian life. A great thing it is, The 
Bible, our mirror. 


(3) The Bible is a “lamp unto our feet and a 
light unto our path.” Ps. 119:105. And surely we 
need such a light in the darkness of this twentieth 
century. The nations have lost their way and are 
confused. Multitudes of individuals are perplexed 
and are afraid of “things that are coming upon the 


earth.” 


We never went this way before. There are so 
many paths that “diverge to allure our feet far 
from the peaceful, sinless path astray.” Some of 
these diverging paths look good as far as we can 
see, but we can’t see far. ‘““There is a way that 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof 
are the ways of death.” 


We need a searchlight that will illuminate the 
darkness and show us the dangers that will beset 
us in that road. For many men without such a light 
have taken the wrong path only to find at the 
last disaster and ruin. 


One of the most tragic figures in history is Saul, 
the first king of Israel. He took the wrong road. 
The night before he died by his own hand he went 
to the house of the witch asking her to let him 
speak to the dead Samuel. He said to Samuel, 
“IT am sore distressed, for God is departed from 
me and. answereth me no more neither by prophets 
nor by dreams.” Saul had never used the Word 
of God as a light, and so his last days were shrouded 
in darkness and despair. 


Thomas Hobbes, a great philosopher, but a scep- 
tic, said as he was dying, “I am taking a fearful 


leap in the dark.’’ But when Paul, the apostle was 


_ facing death, he cried, “Henceforth there is laid up 


for me the crown of righteousness which the Lord, 
the righteous judge shall give to me at that day.” 
No darkness for him. “The path- of the just is a 
shining light that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.” A great Book; it is, the Bible our 
Light. 


(4) The Bible is a sword. It’s an offensive 
weapon, and the only such weapon we have against 
an enemy who is seeking our destruction. In the 
sixth chapter of Ephesians we have the description 
of a Christian soldier. A splendid figure he is stand- 
ing there, defended by his shield, his helmet, his 
breastplate, and his heavy battle shoes. In his hand 
he carries his only offensive weapon a sword, the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
Yes, it’s his only offensive weapon, but it’s enough. 
The devil can’t stand the touch of that divinely 
forged sword, wielded by the hand of faith. 


That is a magnificent battle picture given in the 
fourth chapter of the Gospel according to Matthew. 
Two mighty antagonists are locked in mortal com- 
bat, each armed with weapons with which he is 
thoroughly familiar. 


The devil throws one fiery dart of temptation 
after another: ‘“‘Make these stones bread,” “cast 
thyself down from the pinnacle of the temple,” 
“fall down and worship me.” 


Jesus, however, catches each fiery dart upon the 
shield of his faith. Then; unsheathing his sword he 
advances upon his adversary, crying, “It is written, 
it is written, it is written.” Each time the devil 
yields ground, until at last he gives up in despair, 
and flees from the scene of battle, leaving Jesus 
completely victorious. Jesus triumphed that day be- 
cause he knew his Bible, knew it thoroughly; he 
had studied it earnestly. 


The followers of Christ must today meet the 
same awful enemy, who “goeth about as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour.” Our only 
offensive weapon is the one Jesus used so success- 
fully long ago, the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God. But we, as he, must become ac- 
customed to the use of our weapon. We must study 
it earnestly, meditating on it day and night. A 
great book it is, the Bible, our sword. 


(5) The Bible is also food for the soul. In it 1s 
milk for babies, and strong meat for those that are 
mature. Heb, 5:12-14. But even the most delicious 
and nutritious food will do no good as long as it 1s 
left on the table. We must take it up and eat 
it if we are to grow thereby. So the Bible left on 
the table is only an ornament, and a poor ornament 
at that. We must take it up and feed on it, study- 
ing it day by day. Then in the strength of that food 
we will “grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
Christ” till we come “in the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the full- 
ness of Christ.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


no 


| 


AL 


Random Shots 


By L. A. Beekman, Jr. 


I was not surprised when I read in The Presby- 
terian Outlook, Dec. 17, 1951, page 3, the article en- 
titled: “Women Elders and Deacons Advocated by 
Moderator McCain.” I was in the General Assembly 
when he suggested and put over, on a General As- 
sembly asleep, five additional moderators. But that is 
not what I want to shoot at now. 


In the same article Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson is 
quoted as saying: “Election should be open to any- 
one in the congregation, men or women.—lI'm for 
democracy in the Church.” Do you get it? “Democ- 
racy in the Church.” If you have democracy in the 
Church then you make the Church a democracy. But 
is the Church a democracy? 


The dictionary defines democracy thus: “Govern- 
ment by the people; a form of government in which 
the supreme power is retained by the people, but is 
indirectly exercised through a system of representa- 
tion and delegated authority periodically renewed; 
Collectively, the people regarded as the source of 
government.” Notice here that in a democracy “the 
supreme power is retained by the people.” 


Now, over against that lets look in another di- 
rection, and at another form of government. The 
dictionary defines Monarchy thus: “A government 
in which the supreme power is lodged in the hands 
of a Monarch; A system of government in which 
the chief ruler is a Monarch; A Kingdom.” Notice 
— that the ruler, with supreme power, is a Mon- 
ar 


But, what is a Monarch? By the same dictionary 


a Monarch is “a sole or supreme ruler; a sovereign; a 
King.” 


Now, I affirm, with others who have gone before 
as well as some now living, that the Church is not a 
democracy, but it is a monarchy. The Bible teaches 
this. Notice a few references, and this must neces- 
sarily be brief. 


Psalm 5:2, “My King and my God.” Psalm 10:16, 
‘The Lord is King forever.” Micah 5:2, “Shall come 
4 Ruler.” Isaiah 9:6, “The government shall be upon 
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ELLISVILLE, Miss. 


His shoulders.” Matthew 21:5, “Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee.” Dr. Adam Clarke in his com- 
mentary on this section quotes Watson thus: “To as- 
sert Christ’s majesty, as in truth the King Messiah;— 
that he was that King of Zion of whom the prophet 
Zechariah had spoken.” Luke 19:38, “Ble is the 
King that cometh.” Thus we note that Christ is King. 


But this King has a Kingdom. Colossians 1:13, 
“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the Kingdom of His dear 
Son.” This is clearly the Church which is the King- 
dom of Christ, “His dear Son”, the King. 


Matthew Henry in his commentary, speaking of 
the Kingdom mentioned in Luke 22:29. says: “God 
gave His Son a Kingdom among men, the gospel- 
Church, of which He is the living, quickening, ruling 
Head.” Adam Clarke, on the same passage, quotes 
Meyer thus: “Christ is the divine Lord-Superior of 
the Kingdom.” 


_ Now turn to our Book of Church Order, Chapter 
2, under Form of Government, and therein we find 
these expressions: “Jesus Christ, as King, the only 
Lawgiver, enforcing His own laws.” But you will 
have to read the entire chapter to get the full import. 


Dr. Charles Hodge, in the second volume of his 
Systematic Theology, page 605, says: “The Kingdom 
of Christ is not a democracy, nor an aristocracy, but 
truly a Kingdom of which Christ is absolute sover- 
eign.” And he proves this statement from the Bible. 


A Christian is not in a democracy, and should not 
let anyone lead him to believe that he is, because he 
is in a Monarchy, ruled by a Monarch, who is Christ, 
the King. The Church is not a democracy where 
the “supreme power is retained by the people”, 
though there are some who would like to have it that 
way; but the Church is a Kingdom where the “su- 
preme power is lodged in the hands of a Monarch”, 
and that Monarch is Christ. 


One other shot and I will quit for this time. 
In The Presbyterian Outlook for Dec. 31, 1951, on 
page 8, there is reproduced an article entitled: “Inci- 
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dent.” The one who sent in the clipped article, there 
printed, made this comment which is printed at the 
end of it: “Why can’t Montreat change its rules and 
become as ‘Christian’ minded as the Charlottesville 
Motor Court?” You will have to read the article to 
get what the questioner has in mind. 


The one who made this comment, in question 
form, made the serious mistake of putting these *wo 
institutions in the same sentence and in the same 
category. The word category means class. I assert 
that they are not in the same class. The first is a 
Christian Institution, set among God's hills, owned 
by the Church, and therefore by Christians. The sec- 
ond is a material institution owned, I judge, by one 
or more human beings, who must not necessarily be 
Christians to own and operate it, though I hope 
they are, for I may want to stop there sometime if 
ever in that section. 


It would make just as much sense if the one who 
made the comment in question form quoted above 
had asked: “Why can’t a fish change his rules ard 
be as horsy as a horse?” Or this question: “Why 


An ANALYsIs, by Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Of An 
Address, The Bible For Today, by Dr. Ernest 
Trice Thompson. Now available in reprint form 
at 5c each, 100 for $5. More than 16,000 copies 
of the first printing in the January 23rd issue 
sold out. 


can’t a cow change her rules and be as froggy asa 
frog?” 


It is not fair to lower Montreat, which we love, to 
the level of a Motor Court. How could I sit idly by 
and not take a shot at such a statement? It should 
not have been made from a categorical standpoint, as 
well as others. 


Many, I-am sure, will agree. But I fear that others, 
who would lower the Church to a democracy, where- 
by she and her institutions could be put on a level 
with anything, will disagree. Nevertheless, I love 
my Monarch, Christ, His Kingdom, and its institu- 
tions. Will you not do the same? 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 17 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Family At Bethany 


Scripture: Luke 10:38-42; John 11:1-45; 
12:1-2. Devotional Reading: I John 2:8-17. 


I wish we had pictures of all the homes which Jesus blessed by His presence while on earth. It would be 
an interesting collection. There was the “house” in Bethlehem in which He lived for a short time, after 
Joseph had found a place for the young mother and the Holy Child: “And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshipped Him; and when 
they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold and frankincense and myrrh.” Then 


there was the home in Egypt, where they were 
forced to fly; and the home at Nazareth where He 
grew to manhood. 


After He began His ministry there were many 
homes into which He was received, and He al- 
ways brought a blessing in one form or another. 
He came to the home of Simon Peter and healed 
his mother-in-law. He went to the home of Jairus 
and raised his little daughter to life again. He 
invited Himeslf to the home of Zacchaeus and 
salvation came to that house. 


But of all the homes He visited none other was 
quite so dear to Him as the little home at 
Bethany where He spent the night during the last 
week of His life on earth. In this home there were 
the two sisters, Mary and Martha, the brother, 
Lazarus, and probably Simon the leper, who may 
have been the husband of. Martha. It is this home 
which concerns us today. We have three interesting 


glimpses into the life there. 


I. 4 Home of Genuine Hospitality: 
Luke 10:38-42 


The two sisters were very different in their 
dispositions, and they showed their hospitality 
in characteristic ways. 


1. Martha was cumbered about much serving. 
She wanted to give her Master a feast of good 
things to eat, and no doubt she was one of the 
best cooks and housekeepers in that village. This 
was a very practical and necessary matter. It was 
one way of expressing her devotion to Christ. 


2. Mary was so intent upon hearing what Jesus 
was saying, that she sat at His feet and listened 
to His words. She was concerned with getting 4 
blessing from Jesus. She recognized Him as 4 
Great Teacher, and the wonderful words which 
came from His lips so absorbed her that she forgot 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


‘ 
| 
4 
| 
i 
| 8 
a 


to help her sister with the meal. 


3. Martha complains to Jesus about this: “Lord, 
dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to 
serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.” 
The practical workaday Christians do not under- 
stand the meditative mystics, and sometimes com- 
plain about their waste of time. They say that 
such people go around with their heads in the 
clouds, dreaming dreams, and leave them all the 
work to do. We have both the mystics and the 
workers today. There are those who literally wear 
themselves out working for the cause of Christ; 
there are others who spend a large part of their 
time with closed eyes and folded hands holding 
communion with their Lord. Why cannot we 
have a combination of the two types? I find in my 
own experience that when I have spent a busy 
afternoon visiting and am worn out, that the best 
way to relax is to “sit at His feet and listen to 
His voice”, and when I have spent some hours in 
my study that it is a help to get out and try to do 
something in an active way. The one prepares us 
for the other, and both are important. 


4. Jesus took Mary’s part. His rebuke to Martha 
was a gentle rebuke, but it was a rebuke. “Martha, 
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many 
things. But one thing is needful: and Mary hath 
chosen that good part which shall not be taken 
away from her’. In His own life Jesus was 
exceedingly busy teaching, preaching, healing, but 
He took time to spend hours in communion with 
His Father, even when He had to take that time 
a great while before day, or spent all night in this 
way while others slept. We cannot work well until 
we have received strength and help from above. In 
Revelation Jesus says: ‘““Behold I stand at the door 
and knock; if any man will hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in to him and sup 
with him, and He with Me. Jesus always brings 
the richest and best food to the feast. His words, 
which are spirit and life; His words, which are 
food for the soul, are the better part of the meal. 
Martha would give food for His body, which was 
good; Mary would receive food from Him for her 
soul, which was better. 


II. 4 Home of Bitter Sorrow 
John 11:1-45 


Lazarus, the brother, was taken sick. The sisters 
sent for Jesus, saying, Lord, behold he whom thou 
lovest is sick. When Jesus heard it, he said, This 
sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 
God, that the Son of God might be glorified there- 
by. Jesus loved the three people in that home. 
Then, a very strange verse follows, When he 
heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two 
days still in the same place where he was. What 
we would naturally expect to find would be 
something like this, “Jesus loved Martha, and 
Mary, and Lazarus: therefore when he heard that 
he was sick, he hastened at once to his bedside”. 
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KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ® Co-educational ® Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. Four- 
year liberal arts, sciences, business education. FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Summer session. Catalog and illustrated 


R. T. L. Liston, President — Box J, Bristol, Tenn. 


booklet. - 


Was He not the Great Physician? Had they not 
sent for their Doctor? When we send for a 
doctor, we are impatient if there is a few hours 
delay in his coming. 


Then, after this delay, He said to His disciples: 
let us go unto Jerusalem again. They remonstrated 
with Him, for it was but lately that they had 
tried to stone Him (see 10:31). Thomas, the 
gloomy disciple, said, “Let us also go that we 
may die with him’. Jesus tells them plainly that 
Lazarus is dead. I am glad for your sake that 
I was not there, to the intent that ye may believe. 


Bethany was only a short distance from Je- 
rusalem. Many of the friends of the family were 
come to comfort the sisters concerning their brother. 
Martha, as soon as she heard that He was coming, 
went to meet Him and greeted Him with the 
pathetic words, Lord, if thou hadst been here my 
brother had not died. But I know, that even now, 
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give 
it thee. Here was a mingling of regret and faith. 
Then Jesus said, Thy brother shall rise again. 
Martha answered, I know that he shall rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus replied 
with one of the greatest of His “I Ams”, of which 
there are so many in John’s Gospel, “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” Then He asked her the 
question, “‘Believest thou this?” Martha believed; 
do we? If we truly believe this glorious “I am,” all 
the future is lit up with glory. 


Jesus calls for Mary. When she comes, she falls 
at His feet and says the same words which Martha 
had spoken. (No doubt, during those sad days, the 
sisters had repeated those words to each other 
many times). Jesus follows the crowd and the 
weeping friends and the weeping sisters, and as 
He went, “Jesus wept.” This is known as the 
shortest verse in the Bible: it is also one of the 
sweetest, for it reveals the heart of our Kinsman- 
Redeemer. 


He calls Lazarus forth from the grave. This 
has always been regarded-as one of His most 
amazing miracles, or signs. Let us carefully note 
the reaction to this great sign. Many of the Jews 
believed on Him. Here was evidence so con- 
vincing that they could not help but see that He 
was the Messiah, the Son of God. 
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They told the Pharisees. They were deeply 
concerned, but not in the same way as these 
who believed. Their unbelief and envy made them 
hate Him all the more. The greater the evidence, 
the more they hated Him. When people will not 
believe, no sort of proof will have any effect. 
Caiaphas, one of His chief and bitterest enemies, 
unwittingly prophesied: “It is expedient for us, that 
one man should die for the people’. Then, from 
that day forth they took counsel together for to 
put Him to death. 


III. A Home of Deep Gratidude: 
John 12:1-2 (including whole 
of this incident) 


Comparing this with the account in Matthew 
we learn that this was the house of Simon, the 
leper, probably the husband of Martha. 


This gratitude is shown in two ways: (1) They 
made Him a supper. This was a usual manner of 
showing gratitude, as we see in the case of Levi. 
Again, Martha served, but Lazarus sat at the table 
with Him. It was also in honor of the brother 
who had been raised from the dead. (2) Mary is 
also serving, but not serving food, but bringing 
her costly box of pure nard, she anointed the feet 
of Jesus, and the house was filled with the odor 
of the ointment. We may well say that the whole 
world has been filled with the odor of her oint- 
ment, for her loving deed has inspired many more to 
do likewise. 


There was criticism, of course. It came this 
time from the mind and lips of the traitor Judas. 
Why was it not sold and the money given to 
the poor? He cared nothing for the poor, but was 
a thief and bare the bag. This incident made the 
chief priests even more bitter and more determined 
to slay Him. 


“She hath done what she could”: Have we? ’ 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 17 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Opportunity Un-Ltd. 


There is a sense in which “opportunity knocks but once,” for we certainly can’t roll back the pages of 
time “The moving finger writes, and having writ, moves on.” However, there is a sense in which oppor- 
tunity knocks again and again, as God, in His infinite mercy and patience permits it to be so. Certainly 
each day, there are opportunities unlimited for every one of us to serve the Lord as we walk in “the 
obedience of faith.” Let’s look at a few of them for a moment. The Christian’s purpose in life is to serve 


God. Our Catechism tells us that our chief end is to 
glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever, and reminds 
us that we are taught in the Word of God how 
this end may be achieved. The Lord Jesus, in His 
high priestly prayer in the 17th chapter of John, 
prayed thus: “I have glorified thee on the earth: 
I have finished the work thou gavest me to do.” 
What was this work? He gives us the answer: “I 
came to seek and to save that which was lost. 
I came to give my life a ransom for many.” The 
issue of Calvary was settled in His soul as He 
came to do the will of the Father. Thus He could 
say before the work was done, “I have finished the 
work,” for “He was faithful who had promised.” 


If our chief end in life is to glorify God, and if 
He is glorified in our doing the work for which 
we were appointed in Christ, which work is the 
same work our Saviour came to do, then it must 
follow that the most important work in the world 
is that of winning lost souls to the Lord Jesus 


‘Christ, for that was His work! “As the Father 


has sent me; even so send I you.” 


There are many opportunities for service in the 
life of the church, but none more wonderful than 
that of winning souls. “He that winneth souls 
is wise,” and “they that turn many to righteous- 
ness (shall shine) as the stars forever and ever.” 
Yet how few are really concerned, and how few 
are really seeking to bring others to a saving knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ. 


Certainly there are opportunities unlimited for 


soul winning, for on every side there are multitudes 
who do not know Jesus Christ as Saviour. Every 
day we are brushing elbows with those who are 
lost, who have never been born again. Just think! 
If you miss the opportunity to tell them of Jesus 
Christ, they may miss eternal life 


But someone will say, ‘““Well, they could come 
to church and hear if they wanted to.” Stop and 
think for a moment. What did the Lord Jesus 
tell the disciples? Did He say, “You meet and wor- 
ship, and if anyone is so inclined they will have 
Opportunity to come and sit in on the service, and 
you can tell them about me?” Did He say, “Wait 
for them to raise the question of religion. and then 
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you can answer with the word of life?” No! No! 
A thousand times no! He said, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
Go in to the highways and by-ways! 


He didn’t say for us to wait for the lost to 
come to church! He told the church to go to the 
lost! to seek and to win!! 


Why don’t we wake up! We’ve been asleep for so 
long! And while we sleep opportunities for honor- 
ing God are passing by, and souls are going out 
into eternity without Christ! 


“Jesus, seeing the multitude, was moved with 
compassion!’”’ He looked upon every individual as 
an opportunity, and His heart was filled with con- 
cern, as in mercy He ministered to them, and in 
love He gave Himself for them. 


There are unlimited opportunities for you to 
witness for Christ in your school. Perhaps many 
of your class mates do not yet know Jesus Christ, 
and there may be teachers to whom you may 
witness by your conduct and your attitude in 
class. On the playing field; in the gym; in your 
work, and in many other ways you have opportunity 
to demonstrate that you are a Christian; that you 
belong to Jesus Christ, and that you are living 
daily for Him. 


You have opportunities in your neighborhood to 
reach the hearts of those who are near you, through 
your testimony in word and deed. We are to 
be “living epistles’ in whom men can read of 


Christ! 


Then there are opportunities unlimited in the 
life of the church. In Sunday School, or Daily 
Vacation Bible School; in outpost work, or ser- 
vices in jails or orphanages, places where you can 
take the message of salvation to those who cannot 


go to church. 


Then there are opportunities unlimited on the 
foreign fields of earth, where scattered abroad are 
the “other sheep” which are to be brought into 
the fold. There is no greater challenge in the 
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world today than the challenge of need in the 
mission field, where there are millions who have 
never heard the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


As young people, what are you going to do with 
the unlimited opportunities that are before you? 


“Only one life, ’twill soon be past. 
Only what is done for Christ will last.”’ 


CHURCH NEWS 


Fellowships Awarded Seniors 
At Union Theological Seminary 


Union Theological Seminary has recently an- 
nounced the granting of Fellowships to four of 
the members of the 1952 graduating class and the 
extending for another year of a fellowship granted 
to a member of last year’s graduating class. 


The fellowship winners for this year are Robert 
Patterson, Bluefield, W. Va.; Archie McKee, 
Mobile, Ala.; Herbert Miller, Hapeville, Ga.; 
and Maclyn Turnage, Gulfport, Miss. Samuel 
Maloney, Knoxville, Tenn. was granted 


an extension of the fellowship that was granted 


to him last year. 


Robert Patterson attended Washington and Lee 
College where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa 
and Valedictorian of his class. 


Archie McKee did his undergraduate work at 
Mississippi State University. He served as a captain 
in an anti-craft unit during the last war. 


Herbert Miller graduated from Davidson Col- 
lege where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa 
and president of the Y.M.C.A. 


Maclyn Turnage graduated from Southwestern 
College. During his college career he was elected 
to Who’s Who In American Colleges, The Hall 
of Fame, and was president of Omicron Delta 
Kappa leadership fraternity. 


Samuel Maloney attended the University of 
Tennessee and Davidson College. He graduated 
from Union Theological Seminary last year and 
since that time has been doing graduate study there 
under a fellowship awarded to him last year. 


These men will have the privilege of doing 
graduate study for a year either in this country or 


abroad. 


Calhoun Called To 
Christian Relations Post 
Upon recommendation of the Division of Chris- 


tian Relations the Board of Church Extension 
voted unanimously to issue a call to Rev. Makolm 


“CHRIST IN DAILY LIFE” 
The Presbyterian U. S. Series Of 
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Rev. Thomas H. MeDill, Jr. 
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P. Calhoun, formerly pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, York, S. C., and who is now com- 
pleting work toward a Th.D. degree in the field 
of Christian Relations at Union Theological Semi- 
nary, Richmond, Virginia, to become Secretary of 
the Division of Christian Relations. 


The call was communicated to Mr. Calhoun by 
phone, and it was announced before the Board 
adjourned that he had accepted, his service to be- 
gin after the close of the Seminary year in May. 


The Rev. John H. Marion, Jr., D.D., pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church, Bon Air, Virginia, and 
formerly Secretary of the Division of Christian 
Relations was elected a member of the Council 
of Christian Relations. 


In view of its enlarged program the Board asked 
the General Assembly to change the name of the 
Division of Radio to the Division of Radio and 


Television. 


In the field of Christian Education the Field 
Department of the Division of Radio will prepare 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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twelve programs for Christian colleges under the 
title, “Banners of Freedom.” This series will pre- 
sent the basic contribution of the Christian school 
and college for the essential liberties of America. 
In promoting this series the Division is working in 
connection with Dr. Hunter B. Blakely of the 
Division of Higher Education of the Board of 
Christian Education. 


The Division is in contact with the Board of 
World Missions looking toward the producing of 
a series of foreign language programs. 


MINISTERIAL MISCELLANY 


(INCLUDING MISSIONARIES) 


The following missionaries receive mail through 
the UNCACK Chulla Pukdo Team, 8201 A. U., 
A.P.O. 59, care P. M., San Francisco, California: 
Rev. Joe B. Hopper, Dr. Ovid B. Bush, Miss 
Gene N. Lindler, Miss Mariella Talmage, Miss 
Margaret Pritchard. 


The following missionaries receive their mail 
through uNcaAcK Chulla Namdo Team, 8201 
A. U., A.P.O. 59, care P. M., San Francisco, 
California: Rev. and Mrs. Bruce A. Cumming, 
Dr. Herbert Codington, Mr. Petrie Mitchell, Miss 
Florence E. Root, Rev. E. T. Boyer, Rev. John 
E. Talmage, Dr. Joseph Hopper. 
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THE CHAIN OF THE YEARS 


Make the links strong 
They must hold life together! 
LEST IT FALL APART WITHOUT PURPOSE 


Leadership 


Life 
€ Purpose 
Life 
Church 
Vocation 


MAKE OUR PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES 
AN IMPORTANT LINK 
IN TRAINING USEFUL CITIZENS 


For Information On Presbyterian Education 
Write To Our College Presidents 


Wallace M. Alston Agnes Scott College Decatur, Ga. 
John D. Spragins Arkansas College Batesville, Ark. 
W. B. Guerrant Sherman, Tex. 
G. T. Gillespie ..... Belhaven College .. Jackson, Miss. 
Walter A. Groves Centre College Danville, Ky. 
J. R. Cunningham . Davidson College ...... . Davidson, N. C. 
R. B. Purdum Davis & Elkins College Elkins, W. Va. 
Marshall Woodson Flora Macdonald College ... Red Springs, N. C. 
Edgar G. Gammon . Hampden-Sydney College Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
R. T. L. Liston King College ............ Bristol, Tenn. 
Frank B. Lewis COMERS Staunton, Va. 
J. Rupert McGregor Montreat College ... .. Montreat, N. C. 
Marshall W. Brown Presbyterian College Clinton, S. C. 
Charlton C. Jernigan Queens College ... Charlotte, N. C. 
Peyton N. Rhodes Southwestern College Memphis, Tenn. 
Sam Burney Hay Stillman College Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
William W. Hall Westminster College Fulton, Mo. 
Robert G. Landolt CT Jackson, Ky. 
Fletcher Nelson .. Lees-McRae College Banner Elk, N. C. 
John Montgomery Mitchell College Statesville, N. C. 
William C. Pressly Peace College ...... Raleigh, N. C. 
Louis C. LaMotte Presbyterian Junior College Maxton, N. C. 
Andrew Edington Schreiner College Kerrville, Tex. 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 
Hunter B. Blakely ... Secretary P.O. Box 1176 Richmond 9, Va. 


FEBRUARY 6. 1952 


| | 
L 15 


